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From time to time, as he needed advice, further
revelations were vouchsafed to him> and Muhammad
had these recorded by those of his companions who
were literate.
As might be expected, the new faith met with
much opposition, and the followers became subject
to persecution by their tribesmen; in 622 A JX this
reached such a pitch that most of them found it
expedient to leave Mecca and move to Medina
(Yathreb), where they were well received. Shortly
afterwards Muhammad, against whom plots had
been hatching, was also qompelled to depart. He
left secretly with his faithful companion Abu Bekr
on the night of the I5th Jtdy, and, after a few
months spent in wandering, they made a triumphant
entry into Medina, where they joined their friends.
This departure is called the Hijra, or * Flight/
and the Muslim era commences from the day after
it.
At Medina the first mosque was built and services
were started. After a time the number of followers
greatly increased, and Muhammad, already the
Prophet of God, became high priest, chief magis-
trate, and, finally, ruler of the people.
fii accordance with the divine instructions,
received through the angel Gabriel, the Prophet
now teought together an army and commenced a
holy war against idolaters and disbelievers. The
famous centre of Mecca fell into his possession early
in 630 A,B., that is, in the eighth year after the
** Flight "; the idols in the Qaaba were immediately